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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from 22 February on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.20 am]: Mr Speaker, thank you for the 
opportunity to speak on the Premier’s Statement today. I want to reflect upon some of the developments that are 
occurring in the health policy area and the implications that they have for us as a community. In particular, I 
want to reflect on the human element of our health system. This occurs in areas of demand and areas of supply. 
Health is a difficult area. It involves decisions around life and death, around people’s medical conditions, their 
levels of comfort and how we move as a community to remediate that discomfort. It requires a compassionate 
government. It requires leadership that can balance compassion with the responsibilities of government. 
Unfortunately of late we have seen an arrogant and out of touch attitude from the Premier and the Barnett 
government towards people who are awaiting surgery to relieve them of ongoing pain or discomfort or, in the 
case of Mrs Glenyse Schmidt, to relieve a condition as a result of ongoing medical attention for chronic and 
uncontrollable diarrhoea. As Glenyse Schmidt pleaded her case in order to get the operation she needs, we saw a 
government that was dismissive and, quite frankly, unable to understand the human element of what she was 
trying to communicate.  

Mrs Schmidt has had three operations cancelled since she was put on the elective surgery waiting list in 
November 2010. She said that in December 2010 she was put under general anaesthetic to receive colorectal 
surgery only to wake up to find that the operation had not taken place. Mrs Schmidt went to the media yesterday 
to plead her case. The difficulty that Mrs Schmidt had in talking about her situation should not have been lost on 
this government. The fact that she was able to put her case to the media showed her strength and bravery. She 
talked about the fact that these operations were cancelled over a 12 to 16-month period. What was the 
government’s response to her situation? It was not to understand that the comments from the Premier about 
people waiting for elective surgery were hurtful. It was not the fact that the government could offer some 
comments that would provide Mrs Schmidt with some level of confidence that future operations would not be 
cancelled. The Minister for Health took the trouble to convene a press conference yesterday to belittle and 
demean the comments of Mrs Schmidt and to question her testimony. He failed to understand that Mrs Schmidt 
went to the media not necessarily because of the fact that she had her operation cancelled when she was under 
general anaesthetic but because of the fact that this poor woman has been waiting for surgery since 2010 and has 
had her operation cancelled at least twice since that time.  

It is extraordinary that we have a minister who completely missed the point. This is not an isolated incident. This 
is typical of a government that fails to understand that it is providing services to the community that requires a 
level of compassion and understanding, beyond the bureaucratic nonsense with which the minister spoke of 
yesterday when he talked about hospital records being more important than what Mrs Schmidt was trying to say. 
As I said, it is not just about the demand for services in our health sector, which is very important, but there are 
also elements that require an understanding of the human condition associated with the supply.  

Building hospitals is easy. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. 

Mr R.H. COOK: Under the vision provided for the WA health system from the Reid review, a vision that talked 
about the reconfiguration of hospital services, which saw hospitals right across the Kimberley and Pilbara 
rebuilt, which saw the substantial redevelopment of our general hospitals in the Perth metropolitan area, which 
saw the conceptualisation and funding for the Fiona Stanley Hospital, which saw the conceptualisation and 
vision to relocate the new children’s hospital at the QEII campus, which will ultimately see the redevelopment of 
the King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women and which has revolutionised hospitals, it is substantially a 
rebuild of our capital infrastructure in the health system. The Reid review and its vision are substantially intact. I 
commend this government for understanding the strength of that document and substantially carrying forward 
the findings and the vision of the Reid review. 

It will be interesting when Hon Bob Kucera re-enters this place after the next election. He will be able to look at 
the process that he began as health minister. I am sure he will reflect wryly on the fact that the vision that he 
began to put together, which was ultimately finished by Jim McGinty, is substantially intact. As I said, the 
government is to be commended for that. 
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There is substantial agreement about the way we develop capital infrastructure in our health and hospital system. 
We can do that. We can build buildings. As the minister would be aware, the Department of Treasury and 
Finance is always happy to talk about capital expenditure rather than boosting recurrent expenditure.  

Today I want to talk about the other side of our health system that requires urgent and immediate attention; that 
is, the nature, strength and capacity of our health workforce. As the minister will attest to any member in this 
place, the capacity of our health system depends upon the availability of beds, but ultimately, the capacity of our 
health system is dependent upon the doctors, nurses and medical specialists who staff those beds. It does not 
matter how many shiny beds we have in a ward; if there are not enough staff to service the patients who will fill 
those beds, those beds might as well not be there. It is very important that we look to the future of how we 
develop our health workforce and ensure that the hospital and health system has the capacity to fund the increase 
in demand into the future. The state government that gets its health workforce priorities right into the future will 
be the state government that wins the race for the best health system in Australia. Those states that attract the 
best and the brightest—the best nurses, the best medical practitioners and the best specialists—will be the ones 
who will win the war of attrition that goes on in our medical workforce. We can talk all we like about hospital 
beds and ribbon cutting ceremonies, but if we do not have the staff to put into these hospitals, we will struggle. 
We know that the Council of Australian Governments at the moment is considering the situation of our health 
workforce very closely. We know that we are facing a huge demand for nurses into the future and that there is 
going to be a chronic shortage of nurses right across our system.  

We can reflect upon that in a number of areas, but let us look at cancer in particular. In Western Australia we are 
about to face what has been called a “tsunami” in increased demand in cancer services. The Cancer Council 
reports that in WA in 2009 there were 10 800 new cases of cancer. That is expected to rise to 13 000 new cases a 
year in 2014 and to 15 300 by 2019. That is a 141 per cent increase. We are going to have an extraordinary 
increase in demand for cancer services in particular. That is because people such as the member for Eyre do such 
a good job at keeping people older for longer. As a result, we see an increased prevalence of cancer conditions in 
our community. There is going to be a huge demand for improving or building our cancer workforce to make 
sure that we can meet that demand. 

In Western Australia we just do not do this stuff very well at all. We have a workforce that is under extreme 
stress and is struggling to cope with the level of demand for services at the moment. As a result, we have a 
workforce that has been attracted to other states where there are opportunities to do more things than just meet 
the clinical tsunami that is coming their way. Again, the WA Cancer Council reports that — 

WA has the lowest number of colorectal, general and vascular surgeons per 100 000 population of any 
Australian State or territory. 

It is of significant concern that we will simply not be able to meet the demand for cancer services. It does not 
matter how many phases of the new cancer centre at the Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre the minister 
manages to get into the system. The minister is doing a great job in making sure that centre is continuing to 
grow. It does not matter how much capital infrastructure we put together, because, as the member for Alfred 
Cove knows, if we do not have the workforce to meet that demand, we are simply going to be overwhelmed by 
the growth in that demand. To put this more starkly, in the middle of last year one of the six radiotherapy 
machines at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital was closed down because of staff shortages. This is the future for 
health in Western Australia unless we solve our health workforce issues. 

The key to retaining our medical specialists and attracting the best people in Western Australia is to make sure 
that our medical specialists and our young specialists coming through the system have the opportunity to extend 
themselves and undertake research and to give them support in the clinical setting so that they are not attracted to 
other jurisdictions in Australia to undertake the research that they want to do. These are people hungry for the 
scientific endeavour that drives their particular discipline. They should be allowed to express that particular 
hunger to make sure they have the opportunities to undertake academic research and have the administrative 
support in a clinical setting so that they are not overwhelmed and start to look elsewhere, either to the private 
sector or to other jurisdictions, to undertake their work. 

So what makes a strong workforce, and what makes people attracted to the workplace? Obviously the minister 
can do a great job in continuing to make sure that salary and conditions, particular for our nursing and practising 
doctors at hospitals, keep pace with other states; that is a given. We understand that there will be a constant 
demand to make sure that we keep pace with other states, but what will determine whether we maintain and 
develop this workforce is whether these people have the opportunity to do different things and whether they 
consider themselves working in an exciting and supportive environment so that they can undertake the research 
in which they are interested. 
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In Western Australia we just do not support medical research well at all. We just do not support medical research 
to the extent that we have to in order to maintain and develop our health workforce. For instance, the National 
Health and Medical Research Council reports that in 2011 Western Australia received just five per cent of the 
national health medical research funding. Members might ask what is the significance of this. Firstly, the 
significance is that we have 10 per cent of Australia’s population, so that would suggest that we are missing out 
on some of that funding. Significantly, we have dropped from eight per cent in 2002 down to five per cent in 
2011. This is not because we are not clever and do not have good ideas. This is because we are not bringing 
dollars to the process to make sure that we can match the research effort of other states, because we know that if 
we spend a dollar, we grow that dollar in medical research funding. This is what the other states have learnt. A 
significant effort was made by the Victorian government. From the 1999–2000 financial year to the 2007–08 
financial year the Victorian government made a concerted effort to invest over $637 million in state-funded 
medical research. This has two effects. Firstly, it means that obviously there is more funding for medical 
researchers in Victoria to draw upon. Secondly, that state funding can be leveraged to bring in corporate funding 
and to bring in, more importantly, National Health and Medical Research Council funding.  

States such as Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland are receiving the lion’s share. Members might say, 
“That’s okay. They’re big states; they can afford this effort,” but in the meantime South Australia has cottoned 
on to what this is about as well. South Australia has now switched on to the health workforce solution. In 2006 
South Australia received just 9.7 per cent of National Health and Medical Research Council funding. That is 
comparable to Western Australia—eight per cent for Western Australia; 9.7 per cent in South Australia. But in 
the meantime, while we have dropped from eight per cent to five per cent, South Australia has pretty much trod 
water at eight per cent. Other states are starting to move ahead of Western Australia. 

More disturbingly, though, if we look at the success rates for medical research applications from the different 
states, every state is marching forward with new applications for medical research funding. Some of those states 
are increasing their success rates in terms of the medical research funding. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr R.H. COOK: For instance, in 2006 Victoria had 912 applications for medical research funding by the 
NHMRC. In 2010 they had over 1 100, almost 1 200, applications. Obviously not all were successful, but they 
had a success rate that went from 25 per cent to 28 per cent. Therefore, over a quarter of those applications were 
successful in attracting national funding. 
In Western Australia we too had an increased success rate, from 16 per cent to 22 per cent—still well under a 
quarter. Disturbingly, the actual number of applications from Western Australia fell from 273 to 237 between 
2006 and 2010. That is extraordinary! 

Dr K.D. Hames: From what to what? Tell me those figures again. 

Mr R.H. COOK: From 273 to 237 between 2006 and 2010. That is extraordinary. This is at a time when 
National Health and Medical Research Council funding has increased significantly. There is now $800 million 
appropriated each year under the national health science innovation fund out of which the National Health and 
Medical Research Council dishes out its funds. This is a great opportunity for our state, but it will not be an 
opportunity unless we too bring our dollars to bear. 
Emeritus Professor Larkins’ report on medical research in Western Australia drew upon the experiences in a 
range of jurisdictions to look at what was the impact from that medical research. In particular, he looked at the 
situation in Victoria and basically said that for every dollar the Victorian government provided for medical 
research, between $2.40 and $3.56 was added to gross state product. Some members in this chamber might not 
get the fact that medical research is a very important part of our health system. It is not a drain on our system. It 
is actually a contributor to our economy. 

Dr K.D. Hames: I was looking at some figures yesterday that put it higher than that. So that is definitely true. 

Mr R.H. COOK: It makes a significant contribution to our economy. Members might also be asking: why do 
we do medical research in Western Australia? We are an isolated jurisdiction. We are a relatively small state 
health service compared with health services in other places in Australia and the world. But Western Australia 
has a unique opportunity. In the work that the Minister for Health has carried out in taking forward the model 
that was begun by Labor to expand the WA Institute of Medical Research, and in building the important centre at 
QEII medical campus, and of course the corresponding facility that will sit at Fiona Stanley Hospital, we are 
creating important opportunities for young researchers to undertake work in exciting, collaborative and 
innovative centres. 

But, more than that, Western Australia is in a unique political and geographic position to take advantage of the 
important work that is taking place in Singapore. There are great opportunities for collaboration with the 
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research hubs in Singapore. There are great economic opportunities. As I understand from the WA Institute of 
Medical Research, Western Australia is in the plum position to undertake medical trials on behalf of large 
pharmaceutical companies in North America, because we have a similar demographic, we have a particularly 
isolated population base, and we have the facilities in Australia to undertake sophisticated trials for new 
medicines. So, we have economic opportunities. But, most importantly, we have an opportunity for young 
medical scientists to test their endeavours and their ideas, and take medical research in Western Australia 
forward. We have an opportunity to create an exciting and supportive environment in which these people can 
undertake their work. If we do not provide that environment, the medical specialists in Western Australia will 
vote with their feet. If we do not provide that environment, our existing specialists will move into the private 
sector or into health systems in other jurisdictions and will be lost to our system. We hear stories about medical 
specialists having to undertake patient liaison and manage patient bookings because they lack administrative 
support in their clinics. Most importantly, we have in Western Australia some of the cleverest minds in our 
country, wanting to be engaged in taking medical science forward and leaving their mark in extending our 
understanding of medical science. I believe we should be setting ourselves up with the vision of creating a centre 
of excellence in Western Australia, a centre of medical research, a hub, so that we can take advantage of our 
geopolitical position, our strong resource base and the opportunities that that provides, and some of the great 
medical schools and research teams that we have in Western Australia. 
If members are still in two minds about why this is important and whether this is possible, I ask them to consider 
the Canadian province of Alberta. Alberta is a similarly isolated province or county or state—I am not sure how 
they describe it—in Canada. It has a strong resource base. It, too, was confronted with remarkably similar issues 
to those that the Western Australian health system is now confronting. We, too, have an opportunity to do what 
they have done in Alberta. With the political events of the last 48 hours, I with some reluctance say that Alberta 
set up what they call a future fund. The future fund in Alberta is specifically targeted at medical research. They 
put aside $Can300 million as seeding capital that will sit in perpetuity to fund their medical research effort. Over 
the last decade or so the level of medical research in Alberta has increased significantly. Alberta has been at the 
forefront of some strong medical research. More importantly, over time, many of the best and brightest medical 
specialists in Canada have started to congregate around the clinics and the research facilities that have been 
funded in Alberta. Subsequently, the Alberta government, understanding that this is such a successful model, has 
injected another $Can500 million into that fund. That fund is continuing to pay dividends to the community year 
after year as medical researchers benefit from the fund and continue to plough their efforts into research. It is 
having an impact on their clinical efforts. It is having an impact on the services that the people in the Alberta 
community can access. It is having an impact on the level of collaborative, exciting and new research that is 
taking place in Alberta as the medical researchers make their contribution towards advancing medical science. 

We can do this in this state, but it requires a government with the capacity to turn its mind to the human element 
of the health system, and to see that not only are we dealing with a care industry, a service of compassion in 
terms of the services that the patients receive, but also that we are nurturing a workforce that will be the key to 
meeting the demands on our health system into the future. It is about doctors. It is about nurses. It is about ward 
clerks. 
Dr J.M. Woollard: It is about child health nurses. 

Mr R.H. COOK: Indeed, member for Alfred Cove. It is about medical specialists. It is about people feeling 
valued in the workplace. We will, because we have a capable system of government, continue to meet the salary 
issues and parity with the other states. But the key to meeting the demands in our health system into the future 
will be creating a culture in our health system that nurtures research, that nurtures the best and the brightest this 
community has to offer, that values nurses in our workplace, and that has the opportunity to provide an exciting 
and supportive workplace for our medical researchers. Unless we can meet the challenge that this represents, 
then despite the efforts of both sides of Parliament in government to build new and impressive facilities, we will 
fail to meet the demands on our health system into the future. 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [9.50 am]: Thank you very much. It gives me great pleasure to be able to say a 
few words in reply to the Premier’s Statement. As I was listening to the Premier make his statement and speak of 
his vision for the year ahead, I found his comments to be very profound. I want to quote the beginning of the 
Premier’s Statement because it really brings home the message of what this government is about, what it has 
achieved and what it will achieve in not just the next 12 months but I suggest in many years to come. It states — 

No government is perfect and no government should be lulled into complacency by its own 
achievements. The Liberal–National government is, however, extremely proud of what it has achieved 
over the past three and a half years. We are determined to do more. Despite being a minority 
government, this has been a cohesive government. It has also been a good government—one that is 
characterised by honesty and integrity and, above all, one that has made decisions. Some of those 
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decisions have been hard and some have been unpopular, but all have been made for the right reasons 
and in the best interests of Western Australians.  

I think that statement really hits the nail on the head and reflects the way the Premier has maintained his high 
esteem over the past three and a half years through the way he has led the Liberal–National government and in 
the way decisions have been made on behalf of all Western Australians to make our community a stronger and 
safer place in many respects. I will go into some of that a little later in my speech.  
Firstly, I would like to refer to some aspects affecting my electorate of Carine, where I have had the honour of 
being the member representing the constituents there for the past three and a half years. Obviously, when the 
new electoral boundaries come into play in the redistribution, as will occur for all members, I will lose some 
areas. I will lose a small part of Sorrento, the suburb of Marmion, a small part of Trigg and half the suburb of 
Gwelup. They are all amazing areas and amazing people live in those areas. It is a pleasure representing them, as 
I will continue to do so until March 2013. After that date, I will pick up the rest of the suburb of Duncraig all the 
way to Hepburn Avenue. I have started working with some of those people because they have contacted me for 
various reasons. As always, I represent not just the people of Carine, I represent the people of Western Australia, 
so I am always more than happy for constituents from any part of Western Australia to come and see me or talk 
to me about issues that impact on them in their electorates as well as the state on a broader level. That gives me 
an opportunity, obviously, to expand my horizons and my knowledge. I really enjoy doing that and will continue 
in that vein.  
One of the significant initiatives introduced by our government that impacts on all our electorates, specifically 
this year in my electorate, is the independent public schools program. There are 171 independent public schools 
at the moment. What an amazing initiative. There has been a rush of schools trying to get onto that program. At 
the end of the day it gives the principals, teachers, parents and the community an opportunity to participate and 
actively engage in the education of our children and to be able to influence the direction of that education. I think 
that is critical. It is critical for parents and teachers to take part of that decision making away from bureaucrats, 
who may not have children in schools or were at school such a long time ago that they have forgotten how things 
have evolved and changed. It is always great to have people at the coalface. I am sure every member will agree 
that people at the coalface make the best decisions and have the views on the ground. I think when all members 
of Parliament, Premiers and leaders of our nation stop listening to people’s views and stop having a connection 
to the community at a local level, they start to lose focus on what is important and ultimately lose government 
and their seats. We have seen plenty of that in the past. In my electorate of Carine three schools have become 
independent public schools this year: Davalia Primary School, Marmion Primary School and North Beach 
Primary School. Next year Carine Primary School will come on board as an independent public school. Carine 
Senior High School also approached me for a letter of support to become independent, but, unfortunately, it was 
unsuccessful on this occasion. I have no doubt that it will be successful in getting a place in the next round. I 
congratulate the Minister for Education for introducing this program and for so efficiently rolling it out across 
the state.  

Mr P. Abetz: Hear, hear!  

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I encourage her to continue down that path because the demand is great. Obviously, if 
our educators believe this program has strong value to add, there must be some very strong merit attached to it.  

Another issue in my electorate I wish to talk about is Lake Gwelup Primary School. After becoming the member 
for Carine in September 2008, I wrote to the Minister for Education in December 2008. My children used to go 
to Lake Gwelup Primary School. The then member for Innaloo, now the member for Mindarie, told them, and 
promised me, that a new school would be built, but nothing ever happened. Lake Gwelup primary was a 
rundown school. Some of its building structures are as old as 94 years, but the majority of the school was built in 
the early 1960s. It was very run down in an electorate that is expanding rapidly. New families are moving in and 
redevelopments are going ahead.  

Mr P. Papalia: Did they build a hall with the BER money?  

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Yes; they did as a matter of fact; they got one of those.  

Mr P. Papalia: Did they get any other rooms built by the federal Labor government?  

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: It is fantastic to have that.  

I got a phone call in November 2008 from the then P&C president saying there was termite infestation in the 
school and asking me to have a look and see whether I could help them try to solve some of those issues. When I 
was taken through the school I noticed how shabby and rundown it was; it was, as I said, almost falling apart. I 
wrote to the minister then, not about getting a new school, but to say, “This school had some problems and 
needed repairs; needed to be upgraded; and needed investment as a matter of priority. Can you please send 
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someone out from the department to come and have a look and see what they can do to try to help out because, 
from my perspective, it is quite dangerous?” Obviously they came out and, lo and behold, in the 2009–10 budget 
Lake Gwelup Primary School was being rebuilt. That was a decision that was well and truly overdue. As I said 
earlier, I think the member for Mindarie promised Lake Gwelup Primary School a new school many, many years 
earlier than that because of the bad state the school was in, but it did not happen. As a parent back then I was 
glad to come back as the local member to advocate its cause and get that school built. I look forward to the 
official opening of Lake Gwelup Primary School in, I suggest, the next few months. That too was a very good 
decision. It seems that a lot of quality decisions have been made in the education portfolio concerning my 
electorate, which is great to see.  

Another thing I would like to talk about very quickly, which members in this house are very familiar with, is the 
Karrinyup Lakes Lifestyle Village, which has been brought up on many, many occasions. Prior to me becoming 
the member for Carine, I was made aware of the state of affairs in the village. The previous member for Carine, 
Katie Hodson-Thomas, became involved in the issues. The whole thing was put in the too-hard basket at that 
early stage and no level of government was interested in getting involved. Neither the City of Stirling nor the 
then Department of Fair Trading showed any interest. Katie brought the matter here as a grievance on 
12 March 2008 and went into considerable detail on the problems in the village, such as illegal leases, bullying, 
excessive charges and a range of other problems. The Economics and Industry Standing Committee looked into 
the matter and a report was tabled in the house on 19 June 2008. I would like to quote one part of that —  

Essentially the report is a chronicle of “how not to undertake and manage a retirement village 
development”.  

I do not need to go into too much detail about that report and what was said in it because we have debated the 
Karrinyup Lakes Lifestyle Village issues in this place on numerous occasions and, more so, the retirement 
villages legislation. The committee changed everything in the village because it identified the problems and 
made recommendations. Since that time government bodies, principally the Department of Commerce, have 
worked tirelessly to implement the extensive recommendations of the standing committee. The way forward was 
not easy. I know it has taken some time and it has been an excruciating road for the residents.  But I also 
acknowledge that the minister allocated resources from the Department of Commerce, including legal assistance 
and an officer responsible for regular liaison with the residents. A number of ministers of the state government 
had an impact upon this village, but none more so than the member for Vasse who made the decision that his 
department would actively pursue this matter and allocated the funds and legal staff to right the wrongs against 
residents and to fund civil action on their behalf. Obviously Ministers Marmion and O’Brien helped in those 
efforts when they held those portfolios at that time and I would like to thank both of them personally for the 
great work that they did in assisting that process. Most importantly, the committee linked what happened to the 
village to the way forward for the whole of the Western Australian retirement industry in order to ensure that 
these problems would not be repeated. It made recommendations about changes to the Retirement Villages Act, 
which Minister O’Brien is overseeing at present. I know it will offer more protection to senior citizens in the 
future and I think that is very important. I know that the legislation will come into the house by the middle of this 
year and I look forward to that and the ensuing debate, and to ensuring that the process is accurate. 

In January 2011 the owners responsible for the problems of the village went into liquidation and after a six-
month period of independent administration, the village was bought by new owners in December 2011. The new 
owners, Gavan Kelly and John Preuss, moved swiftly to resolve outstanding problems in the village—extensive 
redecoration of the clubhouse, completion of the pool area and resolution of financial matters from the previous 
owners. The relaunch of the village in December 2011 spelt a new future for the residents. I was at the launch 
with Minister O’Brien, as well as many other people who were involved in that particular issue, and it was 
fantastic to see the faces of all those residents when those decisions were made. Finally, I would like to pay 
credit to the village residents themselves who have shown remarkable courage and persistence in the 12 years 
that this battle has been going on. I would like to pay credit to the residents’ committee that established itself to 
address the issues facing residents, and, in particular, I must pay credit to one individual who led the charge, 
never gave up and never surrendered, Mr Bernie Sheridan. He is a true gentleman and a true champion of the 
people and has done a fantastic job in dealing with that issue. I am glad that it has finally been resolved and I still 
keep in regular touch with everyone there to ensure that those issues stay on track and that the City of Stirling 
and other bodies involved are progressively solving the problems. It will still take a little bit of time, but given 
the way things have begun, I am very, very happy to be talking to those residents nowadays. 

I now just move on to some of the community sport and recreation facilities fund projects that are being 
undertaken in my electorate. Some of the buildings and community facilities—I am sure some of the more well-
established electorates also have this problem—are well and truly shabby and in need of refurbishment. There 
are a couple of those in my electorate. In March 2011, the Charles Riley Memorial Reserve hall redevelopment 
was approved through CSRFF and some $880 000 towards that was received. The City of Stirling has made a 
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commitment to that redevelopment. That particular reserve is highly utilised. The most successful amateur 
football club in Australia, the North Beach Football Club, works out of those facilities. The club just wins one 
grand final after another. They are a great bunch of guys led by David Cassidy, who is the president there. He is 
doing a fantastic job in working through this particular redevelopment. I encourage people to talk to their 
community groups and to apply for the CSRFF funding. It is very, very important to ensure that we keep that 
going. 

At the moment there is also the matter of the Carine Reserve Hall. I think the Carine Regional Open Space is the 
most utilised public open space in Western Australia. It sits on the boundary of the City of Stirling and the City 
of Joondalup. I think it has around 10 000 active and passive users weekly; therefore, there are quite a lot of 
people. I know that the dog club there has about 1 200 to 1 500 members and I have been there occasionally to 
take my dog training, but that is another story for another day. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Not as much as I am! 

That is another project. The bodies have applied for funding and I know that the next round of CSRFF 
announcements will be made in March this year and hopefully there will be some good news there for the City of 
Stirling and for the residents of Carine, because that project is well and truly overdue and those facilities were 
outgrown 10 years ago. We are trying to encourage people to get into sport and health, and for that to happen we 
need to provide the appropriate facilities and I think it is fantastic that this government continues to support 
people in sporting endeavours and to encourage the upgrade of those sorts of facilities; I think that is very, very 
important. 
I have also dealt with a number of other issues in my electorate. There is the Erindale Grove redevelopment in 
Gwelup, which was an asbestos-contaminated site. I, together with the community, had a long battle trying to get 
that issue resolved. In the end the Minister for Environment and the Minister for Health were involved in helping 
to get that issue resolved. It was not easy because, like a lot of these contaminated sites, it is always thought that 
the standard we have is not enough and that it needs to be better, and I think it sometimes does. We were able to 
get an extra half a metre of clean fill put on top of those contaminated sites, so there is a whole metre of clean fill 
there and that is fantastic.  
Something I would like to see in the future is the duplication of Reid Highway between Erindale Road and 
Marmion Avenue. That needs to be thought about in the future because I drive down that way every day and 
there is a fair bit of traffic through that area and improvements can be made. I would very seriously like the 
government to consider that as a long-term project and to put it on the radar. There obviously also needs to be 
duplication on the bridge, because it can get quite frustrating there and people are forced to move around 
different areas.  

At a more general level, I was so happy to hear that the four-hour rule in our three hospitals has saved some 80 
lives. Value cannot be put on lives, but it can definitely be put on changing processes and systems. The Minister 
for Health has done an outstanding job with the hospitals and the four-hour rule, and the infrastructure spend on 
our hospitals is absolutely amazing. We will have world-class facilities in the very near future. 

For people struggling in these times of hardship, I again thank the Premier and the government for the 
$604 million put into the not-for-profit sector. Unfortunately I think a lot of that hardship is created by a 
dysfunctional federal government that has no vision for Australia and is basically ripping the wealth out of 
Western Australia and, to put it mildly, flushing it down the toilet. I think that is exceptionally disappointing. 
Every time I turn the TV on and hear the news, I feel embarrassed with the federal government and what is going 
on. I hope it resolves its issues soon; not on the basis of party politics, but for the good of the community and of 
all Australians. A sad story is unfolding and it will no doubt continue to unfold and I look forward to the next 
federal election so that the people of Australia can make a clear-cut decision one way or the other about who 
they want to lead this country and what sort of people they would like to have governing.  

I also say that it was disappointing that the new state opposition leader came out with his new announcement of 
funding of $200 to all new schoolchildren without means testing and without thinking about it. It is not about 
walking into the job on the first day and seeing how much money can be thrown away and how many votes can 
be bought. The federal government tried that: Kevin Rudd gave away $900 to everyone when he first came into 
power. 
Debate adjourned until a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House). 
[Continued on page 298.] 
 


